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Abstract

Public relations is amongst the social sciences that rely on scientific methods in

achieving new knowledge or resolving existing problems by means of its scientific research-
es that are often applied and require a classification in terms of their results> analysis. It also
requires subtle statistical processes whether in constructing their material or in analyzing
and interpreting their results.

This research seeks to identify the relation between public relations and statistics, and
the significance a researcher or practitioner in the domain of public relations should assign
to statistics being one of the important criteria in identifying the accuracy and objectivity of
researches; by answering the main question of this research: <How far has statistical analy-
sis been employed in researches of public relations, and has the implementation of statistical
methods been suitable for the requirements of these researches?».

In order to achieve the objective of this work, the researchers have adopted a descriptive
approach by analyzing the content of theses and dissertations of public relations in the Col-
lege of Mass Media, Baghdad University, during the period 2005-2012, numbering 82 stud-
ies.

The results showed little employment of statistical analysis in researches of public rela-
tions, for most researchers have not used it within their researches and limited them to using
tabular presentation and frequency distribution. Some statistical methods used in some re-
searches were superfluous which reflected in the increase of statistical tables that have not
attained the objective of these researches, in addition to mentioning and explaining some
statistical laws and using them incorrectly by most researchers. It appears also that most
statistical methods used in public relations researches were the arithmetic mean, standard
deviation, relative importance, Chi square test, the T test, and Pearson correlation coef-
ficient.
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