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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aims to identify the role played by Arab media institutions
in promoting the principle of freedom of expression within digital media. It
examines the extent to which diverse viewpoints are accommodated, investigates
the reality of imposed restrictions and the mechanisms used to circumvent them,
and analyzes the factors that attract audiences and influence media attention toward
issues raised on social media platforms.

Methodology: The study adopted the descriptive survey method and employed
research tools including interviews and a measurement scale. The study was
conducted on a sample of 65 male and female media professionals working in Iraqi
media institutions.

Results: The findings revealed that media practitioners possess a clear
understanding of the concept of freedom of expression. However, Arab media
institutions were found to play a role in restricting this freedom and intervening in
the opinions and issues presented by journalists and media professionals. The results
also demonstrated that communication practitioners generally adhere to the ethical
standards of media practice despite facing various professional pressures and
challenges that influence the nature of their opinions and digital content.
Conclusion: The study concluded that a gap exists between the theoretical principle
of freedom of expression and its actual practice within Arab media institutions.
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Institutional constraints and professional pressures affect the degree of freedom
available to media practitioners in expressing their opinions and addressing issues
through digital platforms. Nevertheless, communication practitioners remain
committed to professional media ethics, reflecting their efforts to maintain a balance
between professional responsibility and the requirements of freedom of expression
in the digital environment.
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