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Abstract

The philosopher and social psychologist Erich Fromm (1900-1980), in his book "Es-
cape from Freedom" highlighted the distinction between the "I" of the authoritarian per-
sonality and the "I" of the destructive personality based on their stance towards "the other."
The former (the authoritarian self) relies on a submissive, enslaving formula, where the "["
is the master/dominator/controller/strong, while "the other" is the servant/submissive/con-
trolled/weak, essential for perpetuating this formula. In contrast, the latter (the destructive
self) relies on an annihilating, negating formula, where the "I" is existence/killer/destroyer/
persistent, while "the other" is non-existence/killed/destroyed/temporary. From these two
formulas stem all extremist violent tendencies and practices.

In a world teeming with such tendencies and practices, delving into the structures of
these formulas becomes a paramount existential necessity, especially since these formu-
las permeate every facet of life: personal, political, social, religious, media, economic, and
academic, transforming the world into arenas of bloody conflicts, disfiguring the "I" and
annihilating the "other."

Researchers have studied the psychological-social dynamics of these formulas. How-
ever, there hasn't been a comprehensive approach employing "dogmatism" as discourse to
explore the structural essence of these formulas, which this study aims to achieve.

In his book "The Open and Closed Mind: Investigations into the Nature of Belief Sys-
tems and Personality Systems" social psychologist Milton Rokeach (1918-1988) studied
the "Dogmatic Mentality": a relatively closed cognitive system of beliefs and non-beliefs
organized around a core set of beliefs related to the dangerousness and threat of the world
and a middle set of beliefs associated with absolute dominant power. When this structure
crystallizes as a discourse, it widens, deepens, and solidifies, dissolving the "I" into "power"
and negating "the other" as an independent, equal human entity, becoming, in communica-
tive and media outcomes, material for manipulation and intimidation.
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